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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

REAL PROPERTY AND 
IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT 1840 
EMBARCADERO, OAKLAND, 
CALIFORNIA, 

Defendant. 



0¥ 12 3537 

COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE 



In this in rem forfeiture action, the United States alleges: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1 . This in rem forfeiture action is brought pursuant to Title 2 1 , United States Code, 
Section 881(a)(7). 

2. This Court has jurisdiction under Title 28, United States Code, Sections 1 345 and 

1355. 
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3 . Venue lies in the Northern District of California pursuant to Title 28, United 
States Code, Sections 1355(b) and 1395(a) and (b), as the acts giving rise to this in rem action 
occurred in this district and the defendant real property is located in this district 

4. Intra-district venue is appropriate in either San Francisco or Oakland. 

PARTIES AND INTERESTED PERSONS 

5 . Plaintiff is the United States of America. 

6. Defendant is the real property located at 1840 Embarcadero, Oakland, California, 
Alameda County, identified by assessor's parcel number ("APN") 019-0048-003, and further 
described in Attachment A, affixed hereto and incorporated herein ("defendant real property"). 
The defendant real property is a low-rise, multi-tenant commercial building with on-site parking. 
The defendant real property is the business address for Patients Mutual Assistance Collective 
Corporation doing business as Harborside Health Center ("Harborside"), a retail marijuana store 
and is also the business address for ABC Security Service, Inc., ( "ABC"). 

7. According to the lien report issued by LSI Title Company, Ana Chretien is the 
sole owner of record for the defendant real property. The lien report also reflects a deed of trust 
to secure indebtedness in the amount of $1,861,000.00 and a $200,000.00 equity line or other 
revolving line of credit was recorded in the Alameda County Recorder's Office on July 25, 2008, 
for the benefit of Summit Bank. 

8. Harborside and/or Patients Mutual Assistance Collective Corporation are believed 
to have a leasehold interest in the defendant real property. 

FACTS 

9. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations of paragraphs one through eight 
as though fully set forth herein. 

10. At all times relevant in this complaint, the defendant real property was the 
business location of Harborside, a retail marijuana store which distributes marijuana, and 



Complaint for Forfeiture 
No. 12- 



2 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 



Case3:12-cv-03567-EDL Documentl Filed07/09/12 Page3 of 7 



facilitates the distribution of marijuana, to its customers and accepts money for the distribution 
of said marijuana. Harborside operates its marijuana business out of the defendant real property. 

1 1 . Upon information and belief, in 2006 Harborside sought and obtained a permit to 
distribute marijuana at the defendant real property. 

1 2. Since at least 2006 and continuing to the present, Harborside has operated a 
marijuana retail store engaged in the distribution of marijuana at the defendant real property. 

13. Steven DeAngelo and David Wedding Dress are the co-founders and co-owners of 
Harborside. Steven DeAngelo is also believed to be the Chief Executive Officer of Patients 
Mutual Assistance Collective Corporation - the entity which owns and operates Harborside. 
Andrew DeAngelo is the general manager at Harborside. 

14. ABC provides security to the parking lot that Harborside shares with ABC. 

1 5. Ana Chretien is the President and Chief Executive Officer of ABC, and her 
business address is located at the defendant real property. 

1 6. Harborside purports to be the largest retailer of marijuana on the planet, serving in 
excess of 100,000 customers. 

1 7. Harborside claims that its annual gross sales revenues are in excess of $20 

million. 

18. According to Harborside's website - (www.HarborsideHealthCenter.com), its 
hours of operation are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., seven days a week. 

19. According to Harborside' s website, it offers for sale marijuana in various forms 
including "Flowers'; "Concentrates" of marijuana; "Edible" marijuana; "Topicals" containing 
marijuana; and Marijuana "Seeds/Clones". 

20. Harborside is operating in violation of federal law. 

// 
// 
// 
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CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(7) 

(Forfeiture of property used to facilitate cultivation, sale or distribution of marijuana) 

2 1 . The United States incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs one 
through 20 as though fully set forth. 

22. Title 21 , United States Code, Section 841 (a) prohibits the manufacture, 
distribution, or dispensing, and possession with the intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense 
a controlled substance, to wit: marijuana. 

23 . Title 21 , United States Code, Section 856 makes it unlawful to rent, lease, profit 
from or make available for use, with or without compensation, a place for the purpose of 
unlawfully manufacturing, storing, distributing, or using a controlled substance, to wit: 
marijuana. 

24. Title 2 1 , United States Code, Section 881 (a)(7) provides for the forfeiture of all 
real property, including any right, title, and interest, including but not limited to any ownership, 
lien holder, or leasehold interest, which is used or intended to be used, in any manner or part to ■ 
commit, or facilitate the commission of any violation of Title 21, United States Code, Chapter 
13, Subchapter I, to include sections 841 and 856. 

25. In light of the foregoing, plaintiff alleges that the defendant real property is 
subject to forfeiture, pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(7), as property 
which was used or intended to be used, to commit or facilitate the commission of the 
distribution, cultivation and possession with the intent to distribute and cultivate marijuana. 

26. With respect to the defendant real property, the United States has not seized said 
property. Rather, the United States will, as provided in Title 18, United States Code, Sections 
985(b)(1) and (c)(1): 

a. Post notice of this action and a copy of this Complaint for Forfeiture at the 
defendant real property; 

b. Serve notice of this action together with a copy of the Complaint for Forfeiture 
and related documents, on the owners of record of the defendant real property; and 
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c. Record a lis pendens in the county records to demonstrate the status of the 
defendant real property in this in rem action. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff United States of America requests that due process issue to 
enforce the forfeiture of the defendant real property; that notice be given to all interested parties 
to appear and show cause why forfeiture should not be decreed; that the Court enter judgment for 
forfeiture of the defendant real property to the United States; and that the United States be 
awarded such other relief as may be proper and just. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MELIND A HAAG 



United States Attorney 





Assistant United States Attorney 
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VERIFICATION 

I, DAVID WHITE, state as follows: 

1 . I am a Special Agent with the United States Department of Justice, Drug 
Enforcement Administration. As the agent assigned to this case I am familiar with the facts and 
investigation leading to the filing of this Complaint for Forfeiture. 

2. I have read the Complaint, and based upon my personal knowledge, discussions 
with persons involved in the investigation and my review of relevant investigative reports and 
other documentation, I believe the allegations contained in it to be true. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. Executed this & day of July, 2012 in 5^ T-vu»tCjSCc , California. 




DAVID WHITE 
Special Agent 

Drug Enforcement Administration 
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ATTACHMENT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

, REAL PROPERTY in the City of Oakland, County of Alameda, State of California, 
described as follows: 

Lot 1, Parcel Map 6349, Filed January 3, 1997, Map Book 229, Page 23 & 24, 
Alameda County Records 

A.P.N. 019-0048-001-01 (portion) 
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